
Reliance on the Lord to fulfill this mission of strengthen-
ing and equipping others to walk in the joy, life, and free-

dom of Jesus remains the goal. Thank-
fully, the transformation of lives is not 
our responsibility. Our God is good 
and capable. Therefore, we confidently 
place the results in His hands.  

Andrew Porterfield, who, along with 
his wife Jenelle, serves as Discipleship 
coordinator, has a new ministry ven-
ture to tell you about. We are excited 
about summertime at The Hill. I hope 
it encourages you.
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 BASIC Training
As I look back on the impactful mo-
ments with older men whom the Lord 
has blessed me to do life with, many of 
them are not what I would have expect-

ed as a younger man. Until I was further down the road, 
many of these discipleship occasions escaped my recogni-

tion. I remember the wonder 
and excitement of getting up 
early to drive with my dad to 
work with him on construc-
tion sites as a young boy. I 
remember learning the finer 
points of running a chainsaw 
and processing a downed tree 
with Rick Underhill on a cold 
December morning before fi-
nals week. I remember staying 
late on Tuesdays to talk with 
Bob Warren about the things 
on my heart as a freshman 
at Murray State and spilling 
my guts to Brent Armstrong 

down in The Hill office. He gave me a place to learn to 
be known by the people around me rather than muscling 
through life in isolation. I also remember bawling my eyes 
out while meeting with Kevin Gaunce at the Draffenville 
Subway as he came alongside me in the midst of one of 

 
This year, we developed a statement defining the minis-
try’s purpose at The Hill. The ideas 
within it are not new to us, but 
there are two reasons for a concise 
description. First of all, we want 
you to understand who we are and 
what we are about. And secondly, 
we, as a staff and ministry, desire 
never to forget who we are and 
what we are about! 

A fierce spiritual battle is taking 
place that opposes God and all who 
love Him and exalt His name. And 
the awareness that we could easily 
fall prey to deception, lose our way 
and get off track is not lost on us. 

Consider this statement as a guid-
ing principle that permeates every 
aspect of our ministry here. 

“The Hill exists to strengthen and equip be-
lievers to know Jesus as their joy, freedom, 
and life.” 

We have numerous oppor-
tunities to bring in guest 
speakers and work with camp 
and retreat counselors and 
volunteers.  We hope that the 
mission statement will provide 
clearer direction and purpose 
as they join us in our minis-
try projects. A top priority is 
walking alongside, strength-
ening, and equipping our 
young adult residents. Holding 
a tight grasp of our mission 
statement will help steer us and 
them in a direction that aligns with God’s word and heart.

We may be a comparatively small organization within the 
body of Christ —a small fish in a big pond, perhaps. But 
we are committed to embracing the task He has given us. 

The Hill @ B.A.S.I.C. Training
P.O. Box 13, Hardin, Ky. 42048
Phone (270) 437-4172
Website: lifeonthehill.org
Email: contact@lifeonthehill.org

Summer 2025

Newsletter

Jenelle Porterfield at a staff retreat as they 
worked on ministry planning

Mission Statement

Andrew Porterfield works on repairing a roof with 
resident, Liam Hereford. 
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my loneliest seasons in life. Every one of these men has 
impacted my life through teaching in a group setting or 
one-on-one, but true discipleship resulted from their 
choosing to walk humbly with Jesus and share their lives 
with me. It is a gift that has forever impacted me.

This past spring, we as a staff prayerfully worked on our 
definition of discipleship. Here is the result: 

	 “To disciple is to share your life with 
another so that they may know the heart of 
our Creator and grow in awareness of Him. 
This requires intentional time, proximity, 
courage, humility, honesty, vulnerability, and 
self-sacrifice.” 

To disciple and be discipled is much more than sharing a 
weekly Bible study. While it holds immense value, it is in-
sufficient by itself. Ultimately, it requires that we share our 
lives with each other (1 Thes. 2:8; Jn. 3:22). That is how 
the Lord pours into others what He is pouring into us. In 
a discipleship relationship, building a footbridge, hiking 
a mountain, or cooking breakfast together may be just as 
valuable as sitting down to study Ephesians (and some 
of the best conversations about 
Ephesians may be sparked by 
engaging in those other things). 
We have been blessed to see God 
do some amazing things through 
this principle over the years.

We have a strong focus on cre-
ating opportunities for young 
adults to experience time with 
people who love Jesus, have faith-
fully walked with Him, and are 
willing to share their lives. A few 
of those opportunities involve 
living on the property for varying lengths of time. We 
have two opportunities for 18 to 25-year-olds, which I am 
excited to share.

First, there is the year-round Resident Discipleship 
Program. It starts in August and runs through May, with 
residents having the option to stay during the summer as 
well. We have two separate houses for the guys and girls 
that are both located on the property. Residents apply for 
one year at a time. They can, and many do, participate for 
multiple years. The schedule is built around the Murray 
State Academic calendar to allow MSU students to take 
part. Participants are required to either attend a college, 
work a part-time job, or attend a technical school. Ad-

ditionally, they are required to serve and work five hours 
per week around the property. Much of that time is spent 
working alongside each other and the staff. 

During the school semesters, 
there are three required week-
ly meetings. One is a Bible 
study on Sunday nights with 
all the residents, in addition to 
a few other young adults from 
the area who are not residents. 
For the second meeting, the 
houses gather separately at an-
other time during the week. 
This time may involve shar-
ing a meal, going through 
a study together, or simply 
listening and diving into what 
is currently on their hearts and minds. Each resident also 
meets weekly one-on-one with an older mentor of the 
same gender.  There are two trips for the yearlong resi-
dency program, one in the fall and one in the spring. For 
the one in the fall, we visit another ministry for a few days 
to learn and serve alongside them, and gain glimpses of 
God’s creativity that He displays in the body of Christ.  

This past year we visited Lincoln 
Village in Huntsville, Alabama. 
It was an incredible time that He 
used to bless not only the resi-
dents, but also us as a staff. The 
second is a camping trip in May 
after the school year ends. Typi-
cally, we travel to a farm owned 
by some friends of the ministry 
who live in northern Kentucky. 
This, like the fall trip, has proven 
to be an extremely valuable time 
relationally and provides expo-
sure to the Church operating in 

different ways and places. There is something to be said 
for the connection that comes from getting outside your 
normal environment and working, playing, doing hard 
things, and relaxing together.  

A major focus is bringing in older, more mature believers 
outside of our staff to pour into our guys and gals. This 
is a thread that has been woven into the fabric of this 
ministry from its foundation.  We truly desire for them 
to learn to do life in connection with the body of Christ 
during their time here.  The schedule is less intensive than 
our summer program. The heart behind that is to be able 
to walk alongside and pour into them as we go through 
normal life together. 

Andrew works with 
residents, Noah French 
and Paxton Prichett. 

Andrew and Liam continue working together.

https://www.lincolnvillage.org
https://www.lincolnvillage.org


Jordan Taylor and Erinn Finley holding 
copies of the newest study published at The 
Hill. 

The summer program will take place during a seven-week 
period from June through July. Due to its structure and 
as a reference to the roots of this ministry, we are calling 
it B.A.S.I.C. Training. It is more intensive and structured 
than the year-round program. Participants will have at 
least 35 hours each week of time specifically set aside for 
group and individual Bible study, meeting with mentors, 
guided solitude, working together around the property, 
and serving together in the community. Field trips to 
visit other ministries will also be a big part of the summer 
schedule. Several men and women will be partnering with 
the staff in shepherding and pouring into the participants 
with the goal of encouraging them in their pursuit of Jesus 
and building relationships that last beyond this summer.

It is a real honor to have a close-up view of what God 
does in the lives of the people who spend time living out 
here.  We get to spend time with some awesome young 
men and women. We also get to do this alongside a group 
of awesome people, both on and outside of the staff, who 
love Jesus and His Bride. If you have any questions about 
discipleship opportunities at The Hill, please email me at 
andrew@lifeonthehill.org or my beautiful wife, Jenelle, at 
events@lifeonthehill.org. The information letters for both 
discipleship programs provide more details and can be 
found here on our website.

   Andrew Porterfield
                       

I took part in the initial 
summer residential pro-
gram quite a few years ago 
(way back in 2001!), but 
the things I learned there 
have stayed with me to this 
day. That summer was so 
powerful and formative 
in countless ways, most 
obviously in our studying 
of the entirety of the Bible 
under Bob’s wise, always pa-
tient teaching. But also, and 
maybe more importantly, 
we learned what it meant to 
live out God’s Word in our 
everyday lives while work-
ing on the farm and inter-
acting with people from 

all walks of life in and around Southwestern Kentucky. I 
will forever be grateful for what I learned there and how 
it shaped the person I am today.  (Editor’s note-Adam is 
author of the children’s book The Ghost Rules.)

Adam Rosenbaum 

Publishing History
This year The Hill staff published another book by Bob 
Warren. Brent Armstrong, the Hill administrator, and 
Johnda Johnson, one of Bob’s editors, frequently team 
up to edit and fine tune these books, which were written 
years ago. 

This time was a little different though. They asked a cou-
ple residents to help with the project. One resident, Jordan 
Taylor, lent his artistic eye to the project by helping design 
the cover. 

Brent pro-
posed three 
photo ideas 
and Jordan 
picked one. 
Jordan’s goal 
was to help 
develop the 
design into 
something 
that cap-
tured how 
adventur-
ous study-
ing the history books of the Old Testament could be.  

“It started off with Brent asking ‘Which of the three pho-
tos do you like?’ just to get my opinion on it, but I was 
pleasantly surprised when he continued to bring me into 
the process,” Jordan said. 

Being an artist, Jordan drew a picture to help express his 
thoughts on the design. This drawing informed the way 
they edited the cover. 

“It was a great privilege to get to work with Brent on a 
project we both found exciting and to work on something 
I enjoy,” Jordan said. “As much as it was an enjoyable task, 
more so it was a great time working together with Brent.”

The way Brent sought Jordan’s advice made him feel loved 
and valued. 

“The fact that he kept coming back to me for advice 
communicated a sense of ownership in my involvement, 
like my thoughts mattered, and I was on the team,” Jordan 
said. 

The author of this article also had the honor of helping 

Adam Rosenbaum was part 
of discipleship at The Hill in 
the summer of 2001.

Forever grateful

https://www.lifeonthehill.org/discipleship
https://www.amazon.com/stores/author/B0CNZKFW3C?ingress=0&visitId=bc33c13b-fc5e-4107-af0c-0bb5b0c59369&ref_=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1


with the book publishing process. I have been a resi-
dent at the Hill a few times, and I always enjoy helping 
with various projects from lawn care to cleaning to 
woodworking. 

However, this is the first opportunity I have had to 
edit any writing for The Hill– I studied journalism in 
college and love editing– and what a wonderful op-
portunity it was! 

I felt so blessed to edit this book as part of my work 
here on The Hill. By the time I read the manuscript, it 
had already been through multiple rounds of editing, 
so it didn’t need many corrections. I enjoyed reading 
this book, especially because I had recently finished 
reading through this portion of scripture, and it was 
helpful to read a course on how that whole section of 
Biblical history fit together on a timeline. I appreciate 
the Hill staff giving me opportunities to use my talents 
to help glorify God through this ministry. 

We hope this book blesses you as much as it blessed 
us. 

Erinn Finley   

Upcoming Events
Romans Retreat, August 22-24, 2025— This year 
Rick Underhill will be teaching over Romans 1-8. Rick 
has been a part of the ministry for a long time, so we 
are excited to have him lead us through this important 
passage of scripture. We would love for you to join us 
for this weekend of education, edification and fellow-
ship! 

Fall Retreat, October 24-26, 2025— This retreat is 
open to folks of all ages, although anyone under 18 
must be accompanied by an adult. We plan to an-
nounce the speaker for this retreat soon, so stay tuned 
to our website for more details. It is free to stay on the 
property during this retreat and we hope to see lots of 
you there for this wonderful, fall weekend!  

You can follow this link to see more details.

Rooted and Grounded, June 27-28, 2025—A new 
summer edition of a winter favorite! For the first time 
we are offering our post highschool retreat during the 
summer. This retreat is for young adults-18 to 25ish. 
This summer’s retreat will be taught by Alan Miller. 
The retreat and teaching sessions will formally end on 
Saturday night, however attendees are welcome to stay 
and hang out with us until Sunday if they would like! 

Summer Youth Leadership Camp, July  13-19, 
2025—A week of teaching, fellowship, discipleship 
and fun! This camp is for kids aged 13-18. We’ll have 
several hours of biblically based teaching each day, 
and a couple hours to work on service projects for 
the local community. But don’t worry, we leave lots of 
time to eat good food, play games, and hang out with 
folks too. We look foward to seeing you in July!

https://lifeonthehillmedia.org
http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958
https://seed4life.net
http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958
https://www.lifeonthehill.org/events
http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958
http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958
http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958


Your Friends at The Hill

Kevin Singleton at a Hill retreat 

Student driving nails in the Manna House

Bob Warren speaking to a group of college students in the 
early 1980s. 

Four friends helping out at The Hill, early 1980’s

Students taking a break from building the Manna House

Celebrating over 40 years of life-based discipling at The Hill

Retreat at The Hill in 1985

Bob works alongside a student on the Manna House 
porch


