
opportunities to visit during retreats and camps. They also 
maintained several friendships with the many people they 
had met over the years while living in Hardin.
    Rick continues to serve as our teaching coordinator 
here, ensuring that we provide biblically sound teaching 
at our retreats and camps. The relationships they share 
with our staff, campers, retreat attendees, and commu-
nity members make them beloved friends to many and a 
perfect choice for this role. I can think of no others who 
better understand the heartbeat of why we exist. They are 
dear to our hearts, and we believe this collaboration will 

help us further embody the mission 
for which we have been entrusted 
as we seek the Father’s ideas for the 
future.
We firmly believe a life without 
knowing Jesus is one of emptiness 
that can lead to loneliness, disap-
pointment, despair, and a joyless, 
purposeless existence.

“He who has the Son has life; he who 
has not the Son of God has not life.” 
1 John 5:12

    There is a great need as we help 
develop and disciple Gen Z teens, 
young adults, and young Millennials. 
According to new Barna Data, there 
has been a historic reversal, and for 

the first time in decades, they are now “the most regular 
church goers, outpacing older generations, who once 
formed the backbone of the church.” This data suggests 
that something is stirring within this age group. They are 
curious about the spiritual, starving for the truth, and 
want community. They ask tough questions and don’t 
back down easily. There is a persistence in them that I 
love. The downside is that the world pulls at them with 
the force of gravity. But the world is no match for Jesus, 
who pursues with a force much greater than the world’s. 
So we pray and believe their hearts will be captured by 
him and set aflame. We are humbled to be part of God’s 
purposes in helping guide them towards Him, and we see 
the impact of the Father’s work in their lives, which fills us 
with hope.
    I am thankful for and proud of God’s creativity through 

 
   “God’s work, done in God’s way, will never lack God’s 
supply” is a quote by the Christian missionary to China, 
Hudson Taylor, and was a guiding principle for Bob, the 
founder of this ministry.
    I have most often seen smiles from the once-young 
students who sat on the hard wooden floor of the log 
cabin during Tuesday night Bible study in the 1980s, as 
they remember Bob referencing this quote. The concept, 
endearing and seemingly simple, meant so very much to 
him as he sought God’s thoughts and plans while taking 
on the daunting task of steering 
the ministry. He took it to heart 
and desperately wanted to lead this 
organization only by God’s marching 
orders. He listened to him carefully, 
admitted his mistakes, learned from 
them, and carried on.
    We don’t have Taylor’s quote 
posted on the wall here, and I don’t 
think I have ever heard our leaders 
reference it. But there is one thing 
for sure: we still believe in seeking 
God for His wise counsel, trusting 
Him to do the work through us and 
to supply all of our needs.
    The past couple of years have 
found us imploring God for His 
help, and intently listening, trusting, 
and determined to do God’s work 
His way. We have sensed change, and God has made it 
clear that He is doing more here. In complete transparen-
cy, I have had stretches of time where I doubted this to be 
true. I have asked Him many questions and found Him 
kind (and very patient) through my seasons of doubt and 
questioning. He has assured me (at times through many of 
you) that His unfolding plan is perfect. We are excited and 
greatly anticipate what God is up to.
    Our newest development is that Rick Underhill is re-
turning to serve as Head of Operations here at the minis-
try. Rick and his wife, Donna, have faithfully invested in 
the ministry here for a long while. At one time, they lived 
here on the property for several years, helping Bob and 
me and serving this ministry with their skill, hearts, and a 
lot of hard work. After returning to Indiana, they contin-
ued to invest in the Hill in various ways and rarely missed 
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Dave Gibson and Rick Underhill enjoy 
conversation in the Library during Sum-
mer Camp 2025.



our leaders here, who, through many avenues, share the 
love of Jesus with millennials, Gen Z, and the upcoming 
Gen Alpha. Don’t feel left out, Gen Xers and Baby Boom-
ers—we want to encourage you, provide community 
through our retreats, and support you with our written 
and audio materials.
    Finally, we have many opportunities for you to serve 
and participate in the ministry here. We would be delight-
ed to share with you how you can help through volun-
teering or your financial giving—both of which are vital 
to continuing the mission here. Your involvement is not 
just appreciated, it’s integral 
to the mission. So give us 
a call, send us an email, or 
better yet, come and see us. 
And please let us know how 
we can encourage and pray 
for you. We know life can be 
tough, and you really matter 
to us.
    Moving forward, we 
will continue to seek God’s 
direction, and yes, we will 
occasionally miss the mark, 
but we want nothing more 
than to do things His way 
and bring honor and glory 
to Him. We hope this reas-
sures you of the direction 
and integrity of His ministry 
as we carry on with His plan.

Be Strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord. 
Psalm 31:24

    You can visit our website at www.lifeonthehill.org to 
keep up with upcoming retreats and view materials you 
might want to consider for your personal or group study.

Kim
Back on Staff

    This is important, was the thought as I drove home 
from work. Hmm. But I already have a plan, was also a 
thought competing for consideration.
    Donna and I had a plan, one I had shared with some 
of my supervisors. The sign company I worked for is in a 
deep remake of policies and procedures. I am senior man-
agement, and Donna and I planned for me to continue 
to be deeply involved in the process until May 2026. That 
would be when I would transition into a lesser role there. 
We would use the new found margin to disciple and 
mentor more men (and some women) from our home. 

The Lord has been routinely opening doors to affirm this 
vision of discipleship for several years.

    Earlier this summer Kim asked me if I would consider 
being more involved on the Hill. In nearly the next breath 
I replied, “no.” “This is important,” was soon the Spir-
it’s reply. Don’t get me wrong. It is an understatement 
to write that the Hill is important to Donna and I. It is 
personally very important because like so many reading 
this, having come to understand our Identity in Christ on 
the Hill has been like the key that unlocked the knowl-

edge we had about God 
and ourselves (thanks to 
Garrett Burke at the Hill for 
those words). Donna and I 
have been continually and 
steadily involved in Hardin 
since August of 1989. That 
is when I first met this guy 
Bob Warren and his fiancée 
Kim Middleton.

      Isaiah 52:10
    When the Messiah 
returns to Jerusalem to 
reign during the Millennial 
Reign, the believing rem-
nant of Israel will sing with 
joy! His people will expe-

rience the comfort and redemption promised from God. 
This salvation from God, a grace, will show all the nations 
His arm – the help, mighty power, strength He provides.
    For God to be showing His help, His mighty power, His 
strength – His arm – is how I would describe what is and 
has been going on openly at the Hill in recent years. That 
is not to make a comparison to earlier years, but to accen-
tuate that He is mounting a charge through the faithful 
ones at the Hill (most often 20 and 30 years of age) for the 
lives of those who will believe.

This is important, too    
    In the last five months of conversation with Donna and 
Kim, I have realized what I was doing at the sign compa-
ny is important. I had not wrongly judged it as anything 
less. However, for Donna and I to accept Kim’s offer to 
return as staff on the Hill is the important thing we are to 
do now.
    In short, we are helping Kim by sharing the load to lead 
the ministry. Our focus is the daily operations, with re-
sponsibilities to collaborate with Kim about her big ideas 
as well. Our increased involvement will soon allow Kim 
to regain some margin to focus beyond the daily opera-

Rick and Donna Underhill, long-term partners with this 
ministry.

http://www.lifeonthehill.org 


Violet Johnson has been coming to the 
Hill for a few years and we always enjoy 
getting to see her at events. 

Note from a Camper
I have been coming to the Hill since 
I was 15 and have loved every mo-
ment. The first time I signed up for 
the summer camp, I went by myself, 
and that was a little intimidating 
at first, but I was quickly (within 
minutes, in fact) welcomed by other 
campers and counselors and was 
treated like a friend right off the bat. 
God has so heavily equipped the 
people there to guide and love the 
kids, that you can’t help but feel His 
love through them. The Hill is quite 
possibly the most encouraging place 
I’ve ever been, I’ve learned so many 
things about myself, and re-learned 
truths that I knew, but never really 
understood the gravity of. The grace 
and compassion that fills this place 

to the brim is astounding. I truly can’t express my love for 
this place and for these people enough, and I thank God 
that He put this special place in my path.

 
Violet Johnson

tions at the Hill.

Eight incredible people
    Kathryn Sperry, Jenelle Porterfield, Erinn Finley, Kim 
Warren, Brent Armstrong, Ricky Connor, Garrett Burke, 
Andrew Porterfield. These are the people Donna and I get 
to work with. In my first week on the job they have told 
me things like we value people over differences, the most 
normal people I know are at the Hill, the teaching and 
people here are about Jesus, I encounter the Lord in other 
people here, there is respect 
for young people, along with 
in-depth teaching and safety 
to refresh your person and 
family here, Identity has 
changed my life; it is the key 
in the keyhole concerning 
God and myself. 

And so it begins, again
    No, Donna and I have 
not moved back to the Hill. 
Together with Kim we have 
made a plan, though. At a 
minimum, I will be onsite 
each Monday. Staff meetings 
are Monday morning. Donna 
and I will also meet with Kim sev-
eral times a year, and of course we 
aim to be at each Retreat and Camp 
sponsored by the Hill. All in all we 
anticipate our time there to be nearly 
a full-time job as we serve onsite and 
remotely with the staff and guests.
    We are honored, excited and 
pleased once again to be a part of 
His arm – the help, mighty power, 
strength He is providing at the Hill.

Rick Underhill

BASIC Training
    Last summer was the proving 
ground for a new level of discipleship 
at The Hill.  Four young men and two 
young ladies spent several weeks at 
The Hill for intensive discipleship.  
They were challenged, worked, studied, learned, and grew 
spiritually together.  
   A variety of teachers exposed them to an abundance of 
topics designed to boost their spiritual growth over that 
short period.  Lives were forever changed and hearts

“Never underestimate the 
creativity of God’s solution 
to your crisis.”~ Brent Armstrong, 

Fall Retreat 2025
bound together in Christ.  
    We have limited space for this program, so we are look-

ing for faithful young men 
(2Tim. 2:2) of this 18-25 year 
old generation to pour into.  
If you or someone you know 
might be interested, send 
them to our website as soon 
as possible for more infor-
mation.
    *Editor’s note: If you want 
to invest in the future of this 
generation, consider helping 
with a scholarship for their 
tuition.  Contact us for more 
information on how.

The Library was packed during Summer Camp 2025.

https://www.lifeonthehill.org/discipleship
https://www.lifeonthehill.org/discipleship


Upcoming Events
women’s retreat?”  Well ladies, here is your chance!  
We would love for you to join us at our first annual 
women’s retreat!  We look forward to time together 
in fellowship, learning, encouragement, prayer, and 
sharing good food.  The retreat is April 10-12, and will 
include most meals and onsite housing, free of charge. 
Watch the website for speakers and more details. 

Men’s Retreat, April 24-26, 2026— Our annual 
gathering of men passionate about faith in Jesus.  Men 
from all walks of life come together to worship Him, 
to teach and learn, to serve, study, relax and fellowship 
together.  If that sounds appealing to you, we invite 
you to join us for the weekend. You’ll be glad you did! 

Summer Youth Leadership Camp, July 5-11, 
2026—A solid week of summer camp at The Hill for 
ages 13-18 who want to grow in their relationship with 
Jesus, learn leadership skills, meet new friends, and 
have loads of fun.  Sign up early to secure your spot!

You can follow this link to see more details.

Rooted and Grounded, January 9-11, 2026— The 
R&G  retreat is geared toward 18-25+ year olds.  The 
$74.20 fee covers housing onsite and most of the 
meals.  Rick Underhill and Alan Miller will teach for 
this weekend.  More information is available at lifeon-
thehill.org on the events page. 

Winter Youth Retreat, January 16-18, 2026—This 
retreat is for teens from ages 13-18. We spend 30 
hours fellowshipping, studying the Bible, eating good 
food and having fun together. It starts Friday at 7:00 
p.m. and ends Sunday at 10:30 a.m. The fee is $74.20 
and covers food and housing for the weekend. Rick 
Underhill and Gage Lynch are speakers for WYR.  We 
look foward to seeing you this winter! 

B.A.S.I.C Training, May 31-Aug. 8, 2026—This is 
an on-site, ten-week, intensive discipleship progam for 
young men between the ages of 18-25.  This will be a 
life-changing event for those accepted into the pro-
gram.  You can find out all of the details here!

Women’s Retreat, April 10-11, 2026—A question 
frequently heard at The Hill is, “Why don’t you have a 

Carol and Dave Wright spend time at The 
Hill during the Fall Retreat 2025. 

Rhonda Pepper counsels campers at Summer 
Camp 2025. 
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Your Friends at The Hill

No better place to celebrate a birthday than at the Fall 
Retreat 2025! Natalie Orange, Sue Nan Jones (AKA 
Birthday gal!), Abby Orange, and Meranda Nichols enjoy 
time together during the weekend retreat. 

Stephanie Wilkerson and Deb Dashiell at Summer Camp 
2025

Campers splash around on a rainy day at The Hill, Sum-
mer Camp 2025! 

This group of ladies attended the Fall Retreat from Expe-
rience Community Church in Murfreesboro, TN. 

Moments at the Hill

Clara Johnson, Marianna Hereford and Betheny Dashiell 
at Summer Camp 2025. 

Aaron Wells and Naomi Cunningham hang out in the 
Library during Summer Camp 2025. 


