
Ten years ago, in late August, The Hill, still known as 
B.A.S.I.C. to some, faced a monumental challenge. 
There had been previous difficulties throughout the 
years within the ministry. It comes with the territory.  
But this was vastly different.  We 
were facing a dangerous moun-
tain, threatening to steal every 
ounce of grit, fortitude, and 
heart within us. We were facing 
our very own Annapurna. For 
those who don’t know, and I 
didn’t until recently, Annapur-
na is the massive 26,000-foot 
Himalayan mountain landmark, 
claiming approximately one out 
of three climbers as its victim. 
Some believe it is the most 
treacherous mountain to climb 
in the world. If there is one 
wrong move or miscalculation, the most prepared 
and experienced climber is finished. Suppose their 
misstep doesn’t finish them off, an avalanche might.  
And at higher altitudes, 
even the fittest and bravest 
souls sometimes succumb 
to hypoxia. We were not 
facing avalanches or hy-
poxia but the powerful and 
daunting obstacles of grief, 
fear, and doubt. 

One afternoon in Septem-
ber 2014, the staff members, 
board of directors, our 
attorney, and I gathered 
around a table in the Manna 
House, still somewhat dazed, 
to contemplate the unfath-
omable: “What do we do without our faithful leader?

Bob led well and by example for over thirty years of 
ministry. He lived life and maneuvered the tribu-
lations on this earth by keeping his gaze on Christ. 
Although he made mistakes like the rest of us, He 

wholeheartedly believed that Jesus showed us how 
to live and desired to live the same way. “Don’t you 
believe that I am in The Father and the Father is 
in me? The words I speak are not my own, but my 
Father who lives in me does His work through me.” 
(John 14:10 NLT) In Bob’s younger life, he grew tired 

of self-effort and desired to live 
this life of dependence, which 
Jesus spoke of.  It was not un-
usual to hear him talk of resting 
while His Father fulfilled His 
purposes for the ministry. 

Within the weeks following his 
death, it became apparent that 
all the same principles Bob lived 
by would make it possible to 
move forward: steady and slow, 
depending, trusting, and rest-
ing. We would look to Jesus and 
hope to take every step in sync 

with Him. Our prayer: “Father, please come to our 
aid when temptation rises, and we take our eyes off 
you.”

So, we began our ascent.

Like most mountain expe-
ditions, our trek has been 
adventurous and full of sur-
prises—and yes, there have 
been plenty more obstacles.  
The slope has sometimes 
felt steep and threatened to 
knock us off balance, but 
the view has often been 
breathtaking. Witnessing 
God continue the work that 
He started so many decades 
ago is astonishing. Watch-

ing out the window to see groups of teens play volley-
ball on a summer night and deep conversations with 
our young, curious residents fills us with joy. Stories 
from mature believers who utilize the studies and 
commentaries Bob wrote to help grow others in their 
faith spur us on.  It is quite a privilege to participate 
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with Him in these sacred endeavors. 

Many of you have scaled the mountain with us. For 
years, we have sensed your prayers and received 
words of encouragement. Thank you for attending 
retreats, Tuesday night Bible studies, ordering mate-
rials, and volunteering when we desperately needed 
manpower.  Your financial participation has kept our 
doors open. Because of you, we can keep the essen-
tials running like electricity and water, 
make the cost of our summer youth 
camps affordable, and offer scholarships 
to those in need. This year, we have had 
more applicants for financial aid than 
ever. We are always grateful to allow 
young adults to live on the property free 
of charge for a year or more while being 
strengthened in their faith by some of the 
best leaders, teachers, and friends. You 
have made a far-reaching impact. Thank 
you. 

Over the past ten years, we have experi-
enced changes. New people, ideas, and 
vision have emerged.  Bob often cringed 
when he was overemphasized as the heart 
of the ministry. He would tell folks the 
goal of leading others is to point them 
to a person—not ourselves—Jesus. So, 
as we have carefully moved forward, we 
have opened our hearts to change. Even 
though Bob and his ideas and ways are 
still loved and valued, we have followed 
the Holy Spirit and His ideas moving for-
ward. We have misstepped, slipped, and 
fumbled multiple times but 
always find grace waiting.

We celebrate God and His 
work over the past decade. 
We honor Bob and his com-
mitment to sharing the good 
news, the best news of all. 
He paved the way for many 
of us to experience true life, 
freedom, and joy that is only 
possible through a relationship 
with Jesus. 

In the days ahead, we will con-
tinue our conversations with our Father about His 
thoughts for ministry from The Hill. I never assume 
we will be here for another ten years. But I am con-
fident in the One who faithfully completes what He 

has started—every time. We will continue until we 
hear otherwise.

I hope you know how valuable and loved you are. If 
you need reminding, please come to see us. We would 
love to visit with you. 

We miss seeing many of you. But to borrow Bob’s 
parting thought when ending a too-short visit with a 

beloved friend, “We will have all eternity.”

Please keep in touch, 

Kim

We love summertime because it brings 
with it summer interns! Jake Davidson 
and Paxton Pritchett have done a phe-
nomenal job helping prepare for camp, 
keeping the grounds looking great, and 
assisting the office staff as needed. Both 
young men have a heart for Jesus and 
serving. 

Jake was introduced to us two years ago 
when he attended our Tuesday night Bible 
study. He quickly became one of us!  We 
love this guy and have greatly enjoyed 
our summer with him. He leads worship 
through music and also preaches when 
given the opportunity. Jake is attending 
Bethel University in McKenzie, TN, and 
will pursue a career in counseling after 

attending seminary. 

Paxton lives on the property 
and participates in residential 
discipleship. He will begin his 
second year with us in August. 
Hardly new to The Hill, he at-
tended youth leadership camps 
as a teen. He now attends MSU 
and is working toward a Bach-
elor of Science in Organiza-
tional Communications. You 
may also find him teaching 
occasionally at area church-
es. He has many talents. Due 

to his love for coffee and history with Starbucks, he 
often tends our coffee bar at retreats. He’s also pretty 
good on the lawn mower. One day, he hopes to pastor 
a church. 

Paxton Pritchett, 2024 
Summer Intern

Paxton and Jake, along with Trent Bugg and 
Landon Lockett on our resident camping trip.

Jake Davidson, 2024 
Summer Intern

Summer Interns



Garrett, Erinn, and Hannah are moving on 
with their lives and in their walk with Lord 
after living at The Hill for discipleship.

tiator of some thoughts and processor of all.  It is a 
component of your personality.  Your personality is 
referred to as your soul, which, along with your mind, 
includes your will and emotions.  

There is significant power in the Bible verse that says 
“just as a man thinks, so he is.”  Your ability to pro-
cess thoughts in a Godly manner is an onramp to the 
abundant life Jesus described.  

I’ve been shipwrecked by thoughts many times in my 
life and more than once run aground on the isle of 
despair and depression.  God’s grace has since afford-
ed me a better way of thinking and navigating life’s 
circumstances.

Suppose you only have three sources of thoughts.  
The first is your new mind—source of the godly 
thoughts you create.  

1 Corinthians 6:17 says we are one spirit with God.  A 
good example of this is when I run water through my 

coffee grounds the two com-
ponents are merged into a new 
creation that is one.  Is that pos-
sibly what happened to you the 
moment you first believed in 
Jesus?  Galatians 2:20 seems to 
confirm the idea as it celebrates 
that Christ lives in, and gives 
life to, your mortal body.

The second source of thoughts 
is a pollutant called sin (Rom. 
5:12) that landed in our bodies, 
thanks to Adam.  It is capable 
of initiating thoughts, some 
good, some evil (Rom. 7:15-
23)—remnants of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil 
(Gen. 2:15-3:7).  Even good 
thoughts can distract you from 
those that are excellent.  They 
not only appear good, but also 
are customized to your person-

ality by the evil one.  

Finally, your five senses create thoughts that can stir 
up memories stored in your brain.  The sensation of 
a live Christmas tree, with sparkling lights can trans-
port me to my childhood without having to leave the 
room.  Taste, touch, smell, sounds, and sights also 
have the power to activate not-so-happy memories 
and their associated emotions. 

Jenelle Schimpf and 
Andrew Porterfield be-
came Mr. and Mrs. this 
past March in the most 
beautiful and worshipful 
wedding ceremony on 
The Hill. We are thrilled 
to walk through life with 
them and watch this 
beautiful couple serve in 
ministry together. 

Garrett Burke, Erinn Finley, and Hannah Dubois 
entered our lives a few years back and lit up The Hill. 
Now, they are on to other divine assignments! Letting 
three go at once is hard, but we are confident they will 
change the world!

They each offer distinct gifts 
and abilities.  Erinn has the 
best laugh ever and a true gift 
of hospitality. What 23-year-
old makes fried chicken and 
cheesecake from scratch? Han-
nah is a free spirit and loves 
excellent and deep conversa-
tion. She enjoys having her nose 
in a book or stargazing in a 
field at night.  And Garrett will 
most definitely be our favorite 
accountant in the world. He 
loves a good spreadsheet and 
celebrates National Accountants 
Day. Most importantly, these 
three love Jesus, walk with Him, 
and remind us of God’s creative 
nature.

We look forward to walking with 
them as they pursue their interests and dreams. 

By Keith Tyner

How would you interpret 1 Corinthians 2:16?  It says, 
you “have the mind of Christ.”

What is the mind?  I currently believe it is the ini-
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Mr. & Mrs. Porterfield
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Let’s suppose you truly believe your one-with-God 
mind only creates godly thoughts.  How would you 
sort through the others?  Paul says, “When I was a 
child I spoke like a child, thought like a child and rea-
soned like a child.  When I became a man, I put aside 
childish things.”  (1 Cor. 13:11)

Taking thoughts captive (2 Cor. 10:5) 
and considering their usefulness is what 
Paul referred to as reasoning like an 
adult.  A funny thing about speaking 
like a child is they speak before they 
think and likely aren’t familiar with the 
concept of reasoning.  As we mature and 
consider our thoughts, we are slower to 
speak and better able to reason through 
the source of thoughts.

Bob used to consistently pray one prayer 
for me.  “I pray you are able to say no 
to the good and yes to the excellent!”  
Reasoning like an adult improves our 
ability to say yes to the excellent.  That’s 
my prayer for you!

This year was full of 
celebration. In February, 
Kathryn (our adminis-
trative assistant) and her 
husband Braden wel-
comed their third child, 
Isaac, AKA “Izzy.”  Staff 
meetings have never been 
so much fun. He brings a 
lot to the table.

Romans Retreat, Aug.. 23-25, 2024—This retreat 
is a powerful refresher for the truths of Romans 1-8.  
Rick Underhill will teach it again this year in his deep 
and unique style.  Register here.

Fall Retreat, October 25-27, 2024—This is a week-
end retreat you don’t want to miss.  There will be losts 
of time for fellowship with new and old friends.  Our 
teachers will be Preston Gillham and Dave Gibson.  
Register here.

Rooted & Grounded, Jan. 10-12, 2025—This retreat 
is designed for post highschool young adults, 18-25.  
Watch our website for more information. 

Upcoming Events

New Staffer

“Izzy” and his mom
Kathryn Sperry

Winter Youth Retreat, Jan. 17-19, 2025—30 hours of 
Bible teaching, food, fun, fellowship, and a little sleep 
for 13-18 year old high school students.  Watch our 
website for speaker updates and info.

Men’s Retreat, April 25-27, 2025—Our annual gather-
ing of men passionate about faith in Jesus.  This di-
verse group comes together to worship Him, to teach 

and learn, to serve and be served, to 
study, relax and drink deeply of fellow-
ship with one another.  If that sounds 
appealing to you, we invite you to join us 
for the weekend. Watch our website for 
updates and info on speakers.  Register 
here.  

It has been a desire of ours for many 
years (including Bob) to have an amphi-
theater at The Hill.  In our minds, the 
usefulness of such a feature was limit-
less: youth camp meetings, small groups, 

retreat events, music, drama, etc. in an 
amazing setting outdoors.

We were patiently waiting on the Lord’s timing.  Then, 
a couple of years ago, a great friend of the ministry 
came forward and offered to fund the project.  After 
a year of planning and trying to interest already busy 
contractors, the Lord brought a new friend into our 
lives, Mike Kauffman.  Mike has been laying brick and 
block since he was 14 and now owns Kauffman Con-
struction.

Ironically, Mike lives less than a mile from The Hill 
and uses a material supplier that has a yard even clos-
er.  Mike went about the project with the precision of 
Solomon’s builders working on the temple.  It is abso-
lutely perfect and we could not be more pleased with 
his work and his character.  Check it out the next time 
you are at The Hill.  We think you’ll agree!

New Amphitheater

http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958
https://seed4life.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBazQKYxum6CVuuq9I6KSqyooJHh_K0VuUheFxruTuDUvTcg/viewform
https://www.prestongillham.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBazQKYxum6CVuuq9I6KSqyooJHh_K0VuUheFxruTuDUvTcg/viewform
http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958
http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958
http://lifeonthehill.org/?page_id=958
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBazQKYxum6CVuuq9I6KSqyooJHh_K0VuUheFxruTuDUvTcg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBazQKYxum6CVuuq9I6KSqyooJHh_K0VuUheFxruTuDUvTcg/viewform


Your Friends at The Hill

Nathaniel, I.J., and Ellie Kate 
during Camp1 A group of guys worshiping at the second camp

Titus and Bailey on 
water crew at camp

This crew was crushing it
at Camp 1These girls from Camp 1 got snacks and photo bombed.

Presley and Emmie at 
Camp 1

Enjoying shaved ice at the memorial

Images from 2024 Summer Camps

Nick kept everyone in clean dishes Camp 2 creek stomping team


